
James - Intro 
 
Jesus had several siblings, one of them was named James (not to be confused with two of 
Jesus’ disciples who were also named James). Although initially skeptical about his brother, 
after Jesus’ death and resurrection, James became a believer and an important leader of the 
church community in Jerusalem. He was respected for the advice he gave and for the wise 
decisions he helped the Christian community make. And though we cannot be sure of the exact 
date, James the brother of Jesus may have written his work as early as AD 40. We know this 
practical treatise on the Christian life as the book of James.  
 
This book begins like a letter, but it’s also a collection of short sayings - perhaps ones that 
James repeated often as he advised people. It also includes longer discussions of everyday 
issues that Jewish believers might face. James addresses these topics with the same 
techniques employed by speakers of the day. For example, sometimes he anticipates and 
answers a question someone might ask. Also, unlike most letters, this book does not treat its 
topics in logical or sequential order. Instead, it interweaves various themes as James raises 
subjects, leaves them, and then comes back to them again. The conversational style, the short, 
pithy sayings and the interweaving of themes, all make this book similar to the “wisdom” writings 
found in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.  
 
Like those other wisdom books, the book of James concentrates primarily on questions of daily 
living. When James discusses what it means to be wise, he explains that wisdom is 
demonstrated in practical conduct: “the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” The 
practical issues he considers include concern for the poor and underprivileged; the responsible 
use of wealth; control of speech; purity of life; unity within the Christian community; the nature of 
effective prayer; and above all patience and endurance during times of trial.  
 
At the core of James' message is a discussion regarding faith: belief in who God is and what he 
has done ought to translate into acts of service and love. It was so with great men and women 
in the Old Testament, it’s no different for those who follow Christ now. After all, James declares, 
“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” The apostle Paul clearly taught that 
good deeds do not earn God’s grace. But in this letter, James is addressing those who have 
already experienced this undeserved grace and who should, therefore, reflect that reality in their 
actions toward others. The people James encouraged faced many challenges as they sought to 
practice their faith in the circumstances of life. As we face similar challenges today, his godly 
wisdom remains as valuable as it was when he first shared it centuries ago.  
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion Questions 
 
As the main part of the Connect Group, at this point have someone read the whole book of 
James to the group (or have several people read).  It will take about 15 minutes, and try and 
keep in mind the setting in which this letter would’ve been originally read in. 

● As you listened, what things came to your mind? 
 

● What kinds of trials do you think the believing Jews of that day were facing? 
 

● What is the natural reaction to trials? 
●  

How are believers supposed to react? Why are we to react like this? 
 

● What might be the difference between the faith/character of a believer never exposed to 
trials (if there were such a thing) and a believer who had faced many trials? 
 

● Share an example of a trial you have faced. What did you learn from it? 
 

● What are you excited about as we study the book of James? 

 
 
 


