
The Book of Proverbs—WISDOM: THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN  
Section One: Chapters 1-9:  Preparation and Foundation

Chapter 5

Thread: The Strange Woman and Her Effects

Key Verses: vv. 3-8

     As we entered into the door of Solomon’s home in chapter 4, here in 5, we come to the door 
of death itself. However, we can confront this graveyard head on seeing we have been well 
prepared! The strange woman was introduced in chapter 2, but here she is expanded upon for 
the first time.  

This is a fascinating chapter in that “strange women” seduced Solomon late in his life (1 Kings 
11). Yet, as the Bible is very “real”, and God graciously and profoundly uses fallen men to 
communicate infallible truth, we have a powerful chapter concerning the incredibly seductive 
nature of this woman and the utter misery of the one taken captive by her.  

A great admonition to be totally “ravished” with one’s own wife later in the chapter provides a 
precious burst of light in a terribly dark room. Thus, we have both the literal and spiritual 
application of wisdom/folly and earthly marriage. 

New Testament Link: 
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do...he was a murderer…and a 
liar… from the beginning…Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world…the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world passes away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abides forever. 

(Jno.8:44; 1 John 3:15-17) 
 

Vv.1-14- The Costly Results of Being the Strange Woman’s Captive. 

~My son, attend unto my wisdom…For the lips of a strange woman drop as a honeycomb, 
and her mouth is smoother than oil: 

The focus is specifically on discretion, and lips of knowledge. Sound doctrine is being poured 
into the heart, for, the strange woman uses words disguised as good! 

~Discretion is well taken here. Humans are seduced (in any area) because they cannot discern 
the issues of life. Remember 4:23 and guarding the heart; the heart is the prize for either woman 
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(virtuous or strange). Because the heart lacks wisdom it can be very difficult to critically judge 
between right and wrong, especially given the subtitles of the Devil and His ability to disguise 
things as “right” (c.f. 2 Cor.11:14).   

In relation to our immediate context, an old preacher once said, “Do not sacrifice the permanent 
on the altar of the immediate”. Discretion will enable one to do this. We must think like the Lord, 
not the world, or our own hearts. This makes all the difference, for it is not how a woman or 
situation makes us feel that makes the thing right or wrong, but what God has said about it—
remember…God is reality.  

~Lips of knowledge- The lips of knowledge are contrasted with the lips of the strange woman. 
Let us be very aware that words are the issue, and again, the heart is at stake. We know that out 
of the heart the mouth speaks.  Whether it is the mouth of wisdom or the mouth of folly, they 
speak from their respective hearts, and this points to motive. And we know what the motives of 
each woman are by now!  

~The picture of the honeycomb and smoother than oil shows that her words appear as a golden 
texture and easily received! Is not the true word of God likened unto honey (Psa.19:7-10)?  Is not 
oil likened unto the Holy Spirit in scripture (Zech.4:1-ff)? My, what an appearance of “all is 
well”! But, not all is well as it ends in hell. She is a SEDUCER, and she comes off as “religious” 
to do it: we will see the “pious” and religious nature of this seduction in 7:14-ff.   

~But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.  Her feet go down to 
death; her steps take hold on hell. 

This is what the simple do not consider: the end of all their choosing—they live in the “here and 
now”. Thus, the Strange Woman hides this end by the utter appeal to the fleshly nature of man; 
the attractive fruit of her tree appeals to the lust of the eyes, the pride of life, and the lust of the 
flesh (1 Jno.2:16): It all looks so “normal”. But as Joab took Abner aside to “speak to him 
quietly”, and then plunged his sword into Abner’s ribcage (2 Sam.3:22-27), the strange woman 
takes men aside, and while seducing them, cuts them to pieces in the end with her sword.  

~Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not 
know them.  HEAR ME NOW therefore, O ye children… 

Let the child of God take great heed to these verses: The specific strategy of the strange woman 
is to “keep moving” so that you would not ponder the path of life!  She does not want to be 
studied, nor is she stationary; she would be exposed if she was. Lets’ look at this strategy in two 
ways: 
  

Concerning daily living: She always keeps one “very busy”, “always on the go”; she 
likes to keep the “emotional stress” high, whether it’s unfounded worries or the genuine 
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pain of life—she’ll keep them as constant factors. On the other end, she will even keep 
folks “fat and happy” to make them disinterested in the real issues going on.  

Beware of emotional and spiritual busyness as well:  you don’t want merely and an 
illusion of truth. Remember the example of Mary in Luke 10:38-42. Her sister Martha 
was cumbered about much serving and even besought the Lord to “help”. Jesus refused 
and said that only ONE thing is NEEDFUL, and Mary chose that one thing…it was 
sitting at the feet of Jesus and hearing His word: Our verse above says, HEAR ME NOW 
therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth! Indeed, less is 
more; stillness is forward progress; silence is hearing, etc. in the Kingdom!  

~Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house:   

*Lest thou give thine honor unto others: It is God who gives honor and worth to one’s life. 
Thus, when it is “given away”, it is to “strangers”. One’s self-worth will be crushed as well. In 
irony, the attempt to possibly gain some self-worth, it becomes trampled upon. This will make 
the years seem to linger, for the cruel have no mercy, and strangers will get your wealth (your 
worth!)  

Once one is in the house of the strange woman, the warm glittering lights of satisfaction that one 
was seduced by is now seen as the house of the heartless and oppression. Her taskmasters will 
show themselves in many ways through life. The children of the world do not care about much 
else than surviving themselves; there will be no permanent relief with the boss, the psychologist, 
the money, the fun, or the friends.  

The days or nights will frequently come when the noise stops, and there is just you alone, on a 
walk, or staring out a window, looking at a distant sunset or mountain, or the rain falling, 
reflecting on the life choices made, and wondering when the pain will stop. The heart cries out 
for relief…so why be in doubt or torment?   

Come to JESUS and give Him your years and store up your treasure in…HEAVEN! There is no 
doubt cleansing and restoration with God—but understand the immediate context; why even flirt 
with this woman to begin with? It is better to heed the lips of knowledge beforehand! 

~And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are consumed…  

Here is the wretched and bitter realization of the one deceived by the strange woman. The phrase 
“at the last” has dual application; in either case a great mourn goes up realizing the heart hated 
reproof and instruction: 

• It can apply to a time in this life when you realize that “you’ve been sold a bill of 
goods” (i.e. Lk.15:11-32)…been there done that==got the hat, T-shirt, and the mug!  ☺   

 3



• It has ultimate application to the literal end when God judges the secrets of men’s hearts, 
c.f. 1:26-32. (See also Jesus’ comments on “weeping and gnashing of teeth” in the 
gospels).   

Now, let’s be careful here too, for there certainly times when one can be genuinely confused 
about something and make choices without evil intent; there is certainly mercy and grace in such 
seasons! In all this, we see how our hearts need to be given unto the Lord! There will certainly be 
times of debate and even temptation with choices in life, but when we ultimately choose the 
Lord, or come back to Him, you will say what the next verse says…  

~I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly.  This verse is a sigh 
of relief and a declaration of rescue based the specific nature of the current admonitions.  With 
this, our verse serves as a transition between vv.1-13, and vv.15-21.  Let me explain:   

° In vv.1-13, you have presented the real ways of the strange woman and the end of the one 
seduced.  

° In vv.15-21, you have these spiritual realities presented in the context of earthly marriage
—although the spiritual is not lost at all! So, not only Lady Wisdom, but one’s own wife 
(husband—i.e. spouse)  is to be the joy and love of your life—with her/him there is true 
freedom and intimacy!  

° The one declaring v.14 is the one who listened to both sets of admonitions, and 
heeded Lady Wisdom! He was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation of the 
assembly…that is until he heeded the truth of wisdom.  He therefore enjoyed the 
descriptions of vv. 15-21!  

Vv.15-22- True Intimacy: All We Would Desire of Love, Is Found with One’s Own spouse 
and/or Lady Wisdom…Enjoy!

Here is some good, sound doctrine to let sink into your heart! What a precious, intimate, and 
romantic blessing we have here! The Lord God of heaven has been continually ridiculed and 
accused by Satan (and thus the world) as being backwards and narrow concerning the things of 
intimacy.  

This accusation is unjust! Rather, GOD is the one who gave us the GIFT of the physical 
relationship between man and woman. Consider that God created Adam and Eve, placed them in 
a beautiful tropical garden naked, and basically said, ENJOY! (so …Take a hike, world!) 

However, the gift is to be enjoyed only in the covenant of marriage. Indeed God tells us that the 
marriage bed is honorable in all and undefiled, but whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge! (Heb.13:4). THIS is the sticking point with the devil and the world—they teach hard that 
sexual relations of any kind and in any context is “just fine” and the normal expression of “love”.   

Beloved, the real issue is Satan’s mad rebellion against the God of heaven; this all stems from his 
own brazen lustful pride.  We are discussing marriage here, but no matter what the topic is, the 
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destruction of man, made in the image of God, is the end goal. God however, pours out the 
blessing in marriage and tells us to enjoy. It is the same with Lady Wisdom…and I trust you see 
this truth by now! 

~Drink waters out of thine own cistern…of thine own well… thy fountains…and rivers… 
and not strangers… 

The appeal of Satan is to leave the current place of blessing of your own home/circumstance (and 
this applies to wisdom too). The strange woman tries to create discontentment—so understand 
the game (Heb.13:5).   

The pictures of fountains and rivers of waters are connected with life in the Bible (Jno.4: 10-14; 
7:35-39; Rev.21,22, etc.) The word “fountain” is directly interpreted as one’s wife in v.18, 
fountain…wife—she brings forth life. (see also Genesis 1:20; Job 38:8; John 3:3-8, etc.)    

➢ What is to be noted here is that our fountains, and rivers of waters are to flow out 
into the streets! In other words, our lives are to affect the world around us! We ought not 
to be evangelized by the strange woman, but we are to evangelize the world!  These 
blessings are our own gifts from God and they are to be dispersed in the shining of our 
light to the lost world. Remember, we show the world what God and wisdom LOOK like. 

~Let her be as the loving hind…the pleasant roe—the hind is the beautiful female red deer; 
she is graceful and elegant. Pleasant indeed are they to watch in their movements! (Amen, 
gentlemen?!). A beautiful description is before us—one of total goodness and the joy of life. It 
only gets better beloved, for we are really looking at life vs. death.  

Observe:  
The command comes to, Let her breasts satisfy thee at all times. A beautiful picture of life is 
before us again. The mother brings forth life from the womb (water) and then nourishes that life 
with continued life –her  breasts give the milk for the infant. She is truly a fountain of life all 
over! I’d call that abundant life,, Amen?!  What are we to do with abundant life? We are to 
thoroughly enjoy it at ALL times—this is an ongoing, passionate romance…enter the word 
“ravished”…  

Be thou ravished always with her love- ravished is defined as, to bear away with joy or delight, 
to delight to ecstasy; to transport.  I say again that God has been unjustly accused concerning the 
things of intimacy. Again, note the word LET! We have choices! The scripture says not in vain:  
husbands be not bitter against your wives (Col. 3:19)! LOVE them---take them away; 
transport them in your arms to great delight; be ravished with her love always.  

I might add that the same is applied to the wife toward the husband too! Both should care for 
themselves inside and out being attractive to one another. The great book of passionate, romantic 
love in the Bible is Song of Solomon: READ IT! EMBRACE IT. In addition, you can see the 
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correspondence to wisdom—open your heart to her love! And no doubt she already has made 
herself attractive! 

~…why…be ravished with a strange woman…? 

In light of all we have seen—this is the right question. You have everything concerning life, love, 
and intimacy already with you, and that, with all its blessings! o not be a fool in relation to both 
applications… 

~For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondered all his goings. 

In the immediate context, this verse gives the reason for the questioning v.20—why will you be 
seduced by the strange woman seeing God sees all your ways and will judge you for it? You may 
not “ponder” (v.6!), but God takes the time to ponder! But this verse also stretches across 
vv.15-19 as well. God not only sees the hardened heart, He also sees the tender heart that desires 
right. God is pleased with this and will increase the joy of your love, and bless the intimacy of 
your relationship. Verses 22- 21 are self-explanatory.  

 
In accordance with Luke 24:44, 

Proverbs 5 speaks of Christ in the following ways:

∼ In vv.1-13- Jesus utterly refused the seduction of the strange woman with all her 
delicacies. Satan directly tempted the Lord in the gospel accounts with power, riches, 
kingdoms, and “glory”. See Matt. 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13, etc.  Jesus said 
NO! And The Son was rewarded with all of the highest honors and glory one could 
receive (Hebrews 1, Revelation 4:5, 21, 22, etc., etc.)  ! ) May we never sacrifice the 
permanent on the altar of the immediate! (c.f. Rom. 8: 14-3nd; 2 Cor. 4:16-18) 

∼ In vv.15-21- We all understand that He was faithful to the Father and knew that Satan 
could only give him vain and temporary things. Not only that they were lies and 
distortions anyway. However, the other and much overlooked aspect is that Jesus was 
already betrothed to another woman: The CHURCH! He is a faithful husband unto us 
and would not even consider “another woman” (Eph. 5:30-32) 

We mentioned the Song of Solomon earlier. As much as it is a passionate account of 
two lovers, a man and wife, it is also believed to be a beautiful account of the Divine 
Romance between the Lord Jesus Christ and His bride, the church. Whether you take this 
view or not, it is certain that we, so many times, profoundly misunderstand the passion 
and love Jesus has for us. If we did understand this love, even just a little more, we would 
no doubt be humbled beyond measure at the gracious and pleasant security His love 
provides for us. Truly, His Love makes us REAL. 
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∼ In vv.22-23- Jesus had no sin, but he allowed himself to taken hold by the cords of death 
in our behalf! Amazing! But death could not hold him down! It was not lawful to keep in 
the grave an innocent man! Thank You Jesus, for taking on our terrible folly so we can be 
saved. 
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