
The Book of Proverbs—WISDOM: THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN  
Section One: Chapters 1-9:  Preparation and Foundation

Chapter 2 

Thread: The Condition and Result of Receiving Wisdom.

Key Verses: vv.1-5

In light of how chapter one closes, chapter two begins with an immediate appeal 
concerning the urgency of getting wisdom. The “son” is urged to deeply desire wisdom 
from his heart, seek her, and then know the security and salvation that comes from her.  

New Testament Link:
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and the door shall be 
opened. For everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened… how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him? (Matt.7:7-8,11) 
 

Vv. 1-5: How to Find and receive Wisdom! 
  
And so, as chapter one began with a series of words describing the intent of this book 
concerning wisdom and understanding, here we are given another series of words in 
relation to finding wisdom.  There are two key words on either side of these words and 
they are IF and THEN. So, let’s take a look at this “eight-fold rainbow” that leads to a 
true “pot of gold” at its end: 

IF:  you will -     Receive…Hide…Incline…Apply…Cry…Lift…Seek…and Search…   
THEN: shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 
(v.5) 
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Let’s put the concept & definitions from class together in paragraph form:   

My son, by taking the words offered you and keeping them safe in your 
heart, you will walk in the light, laying your heart upon the things that are 
true. Open your mouth in unashamed earnestness, raising up your voice to 
heaven on your quest for wisdom and you will find the greatest treasure of 
all: God Himself---and then you will know how to live and love properly. 

And that is what Proverbs is ultimately about: Loving God, and because of this, loving 
man. This is the whole of the Law, and the Gospel, There is none other commandment 
than these. The two are ONE. Mark 12:30-31. Jesus fulfilled all things!   

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 

Remember the scriptural definition of what it means to “fear the Lord” in Prov.8:13, The 
Fear of the Lord IS to hate evil: PRIDE…is the very first word out of the gate 
followed by its other children.    

Remember the moralist and religionist and their hiding behind a “reverential respect” 
definition for the fear of God; any “holier than thou” attitude is based in pride. You have 
never seen a display of reverential respect like the moralist or religionist can give…  

Yet, as locked in with condescending pride, he is in the arms of the strange woman, it is 
folly! And this is lack of wisdom. Understand? Ultimately the issue is love and the 
sanctity of life; the lack of understanding of these is what true Pharisee-ism is. This will 
be covered later in the book.   

Our understanding continues to grow as we must bring together our verse here of 2:5, 
with what we saw in 1:7:  

o The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge… (1:7) 
o When you…Then you…will understand the fear of the LORD, and find the 

knowledge of God. (2:5) 

There is a slight difference here pointing out the awesome reciprocal relationship that 
exists with the seeking and the receiving of wisdom.  

✓ Consider: in 1:7, the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge/
understanding.  
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✓ But in 2:5, it is the seeking of this wisdom that gives the understanding of the fear 
of the Lord. And you need the fear of the Lord to begin receiving true knowledge.  

Let’s put it together:
When one seeks after wisdom and knowledge, this is an admission that they do not have 
it. As they seek, they begin to understand what wisdom calls evil and folly, and they see 

its destructive results. Then one begins to “understand” that God hates this evil, for it 
destroys the sanctity of life.  

The meaning of the fear of the Lord, comes roaring through the opening senses; we now 
understand it is to hate evil. When we take God’s hand in agreement with this, we begin 

the path to not only true knowledge, but how to help those in real need. 

Vv.6-10- The Source and Protection of Wisdom

~The preposition “for” beginning v.6 is to be understood as “because”. In other words, 
v.6 gives us the reason for vv.1-5.  

God gives this wisdom out of his mouth. This is done with words—and so it is said, My 
son, receive my words…God alone is the source and giver of wisdom. Man does not 
possess it as he forfeited it in the Garden trading it for a false wisdom that is lifeless.  

~He layeth up… This points to a treasure house! Our bank account is mighty full, and 
“our banker” quite generous! This treasure is laid up for the righteous. The righteous are 
those who believe in the Lord God and what he says (Gen.15:-5)!  It is not of works at 
all….God is after your heart.  

~God is a buckler to the righteous. A buckler is a kind of shield, usually composed of 
wood, or wickers woven together and covered with skin or leather and fortified with 
pieces of metal or brass with a center piece causing stones and arrows to glance off.  

One is reminded of the shield of faith in Ephesians 6:16. However, here in 2:7, it is GOD 
himself that is the shield. This is as He told Abram,  

Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. (Gen. 15:1) 

This is a tremendous verse to sum up all we have looked at so far; it is God Himself we 
are loving and embracing, HE is our very protection...  

~He keeps the paths of judgment. God keeps the paths of judgment—a path is 
something walked on. We are the ones walking on them, and we walk in and behind the 
LORD GOD as our shield. The result?  
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~Our preservation. Although, the preservation in Proverbs is first concerned w/ the 
“unnecessary trouble” from foolish choices aspect we have discussed, it certainly 
concerns the next life as well!   

Both elements are beautifully laid out for the believer in Romans 5:1-5 where it is said 
that the experiences of trials as believers produce hope: and this hope will not make us 
ashamed—God’s love is poured out into our hearts by the giving of the Holy Spirit; we 
WILL pass through this life unto that “perfect day” where we will indeed be rewarded.... 
For this life is not all there is. 
Vv.10-22- The Results Of Wisdom and What We Are Preserved From.  

These verses give us the proof of vv. 6-9. When will discretion and understanding 
preserve and keep you? When wisdom enters your heart and knowledge is pleasant to 
your soul!  Pleasant means pleasing, grateful to the mind or senses, agreeable. In all of 
this we see faith producing work, and the process can be viewed as following: 
 

                                
                                        Has from God                Is Given by God 
                  
  
                                                                           

                                                                                                                            

                                                               This leads to:  
                             

                                                                      And then  
                                                                           to 
 
                                           
                                                                                                    Resulting in: 
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The Seeker of Wisdom

Revelation: 
God has given His 

words to man. 

Illumination: 
God imparts the 
understanding 

Appropriation: 
The believer embraces and 

takes the words into his heart.

Application: 
Right choices consciously 

and purposely made.

Preservation: 
From the seduction of the strange woman and 

unnecessary evil due to foolish choices.



Preservation: not only from unnecessary trouble in our lives due to foolish choices, but 
also from the…  

 

                                                                    AND 
                                                                    THE 

V. 16 - We Are Now Introduced to the Strange Woman: 

~The guide of her youth is in reference to the instruction the father and mother. This 
was stated in 1:8-9, and is a recurring theme being tied directly to the instruction of the 
child.  

~The covenant of God is The Law! VERY interesting verse!  It was a blood covenant 
that taught them the righteousness of God in contrast to the world around them. Thesee 
are covenantal issues; therefore, they are issues of faithfulness and fidelity. The strange 
woman goes and plays the harlot against the Lord. That is why the adulteress is the 
perfect picture of folly leading to death. (vv. 18-19) 

The term “dead end” never was better applied! The strange woman plays for keeps. These 
verses certainly provide the contrast to the paths of judgment from v.8.  

Vv. 18-22: On the contrary, the righteous have a sure end—it is life. God has promised a 
sure reward for His children; this is understood in two ways: 

The immediate context of Old Covenant Israel who was promised physical 
blessings in a physical land…hence, the upright shall dwell in the land (v.20).   

But also the future: The “reward” is connected with the prophetic promise stated 
all through the Bible concerning the regeneration of the earth and the rule of the 
righteous. Note how “land” from v.20 is connected with “the earth” of v.22. 
God’s original desire will be realized one day….a New Heaven and New Earth 
(Isa. 65, 66, Rev. 21, 22, etc!)  

*To embellish this a bit, consider that in Romans 4:13, Abraham is the heir of the world 
(not just Palestine), and Jesus, who said, The meek shall inherit the earth,  is indeed 
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EVIL MAN: 

• Who delights in wickedness,  
• Walks in darkness,  
• And whose way is crooked. 
• See Isaiah 27:1; Luke 3:4-5

STRANGE WOMAN: 

• Who flatters and forsakes counsel!  
• Forgets the covenant of her God! 
• Her house is DEATH.  
• See John 10:5, 27; 1 Kings 11:1-4



this Great Heir of all things in Hebrews 1:2!  What is blessed is that the Sermon on the 
Mount truly reflects the meekness of wisdom described in James 3:17-18. The continuity 
of God’s word is astounding; it is ONE. 
   
*Lastly, in looking back to chapter 1:24-33, there is certainly a reality that the wicked do 
eventually get cut off by God in this life. However, it is painfully obvious that… the 
whole world lies in wickedness…this is present tense, as in even now (1 Jno.5:19)!  

The ultimate application therefore looks to the final end of the righteous and the wicked. 
(See comments and comparison with 1:26-32).  

• One’s hope will be realized, the other’s expectation will be cut off. This is 
important because if you remember, the wicked in his pride thinks he will “take 
the spoil” and conquer in the end (1:13), but the admonition was clear----My 
son…do NOT consent; and the final end certain---the wicked shall be cut off—
along with the STRANGE WOMAN who deceived them!   
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 In accordance with Luke 24:44:
  Proverbs 2 speaks of Christ in the following ways:

∼ In vv.1-5 - We have great insight into the earthly ministry of Christ. He sought 
after the Father daily (Mk.1:35), cried out unto Him with strong crying and tears 
(Heb.5:7-9), and only spoke what the Father had commanded Him (Jno.12:49 ) 

∼ In vv. 6-9 – Jesus was “walking righteousness”; He was able to without hesitation 
say, Follow me, for His was the righteous path. Judgment, righteousness, and 
equity are the characteristics listed in Isa. 11:1-10, concerning the spirit that 
would be upon Messiah. 

∼ In vv. 10-22- In accordance with Heb.5:7-10, Jesus was marvelously delivered by 
the Father. He never sinned although faced Satan head on (Matt. 4:1-11), and was 
tempted in all points like us. (Heb. 4:15). We have the following marvelous 
scriptures that tell us of the Father’s deliverance and Son’s subsequent reward; 
Psa.22; Isa. 53; Acts 2:22-35; Rom 1:4, Eph. 1:16-18; Heb.12:1-3; Rev. 1:18; etc. 

Indeed the wicked will be cut off, and we will dwell with the Lord forever!
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